
Dear Friends and Supporters,

We do hope that you are all staying 
safe and well during these strange and 
uncertain times.

The consequences of Coronavirus 
have dramatically changed all our 
lives in so many unexpected ways 
and in such a short space of time.                                                                                               
It seems unbelievable that this time last 
year nobody had even heard of Covid 
19.

When ‘Lockdown’ was announced 
in March we were left with no choice 
but to cancel all of our planned fund 
raising events. Most of our volunteers 
and helpers are of retiring age and their 
safety was a priority.    
                                                                                                                                   
Whilst some national organisations 
were able to continue fundraising, under 
Covid secure conditions, it was not 
possible for Cat Welfare Sussex to do so.                                                                                                       
As a smaller, local charity we couldn’t 
implement the strict and costly 
guidelines necessary for us to engage 
with the public.

In store and street tin collections ceased 
as did fetes, fairs and open days. Our 
main sources of raising money.

Whilst we were deeply concerned by 
the fi nancial impact of Covid 19, the 
repercussions were not as problematic 
for Cat Welfare Sussex as it was for 
charities with large staff and commercial 
responsibilities.

Our supporters, as ever, were generous 
in sending contributions and donations 
of cat food & treats for our rescued cats.

Worryingly, we have seen a dramatic increase in the sale of pets online.

The demand for animal companions soared during Lockdown and pets were being sold 
on various selling pages for phenomenal prices. Kittens for hundreds of pounds each and 
puppies for thousands.

There are now laws in place regarding the sale of animals from breeders and dealers but a 
large amount of the online advertisements were from private people selling the offspring 
of family pets. Neutering wasn’t possible due to veterinary restrictions until June and this 
may account for some of the increase in kittens being sold but by no means all.

Those of us that work in animal welfare are deeply concerned for several reasons -

Animals can be sold from one inexperienced person to another with little understanding 
of responsible pet ownership.

Privately, kittens & puppies are often sold as seen with little guarantee as to the animals 
health status nor any recompense should the animal fall ill. 

The high prices that can be obtained will inevitably encourage more  and more people 
to breed from their pets as opposed to neutering. 

Thousands of animals are being shipped into UK from abroad to meet demand with 
little background information available as to their breeding/ health conditions. 

Paying a high price for an animal does not guarantee a good home and all to often 
people acquire the wrong animals for their circumstances. 

Unsuitable animals will, undoubtably, be re sold time and time again to recoup costs.

Sadly, that selling chain will continue with animals developing more and more 
behavioural issues with each home change until, eventually, they will become totally 
broken and rescue centres will be left to pick up the pieces of their shattered lives.

Obviously not all sellers and purchasers are irresponsible.

Most people buy pets in good faith to experience the joys of having an animal companion 
and many breeders are both dedicated and professional.

However, buying from online sites can be risky and it’s often diffi cult to differentiate 
between good and bad.     

If you are thinking of getting a pet do not fall for the prettiest or cutest picture however 
appealing.

Research breeds thoroughly to make sure that your new pet will suit your circumstances.  

Gather as much detail from the seller as is possible prior to purchase. Ensure that you 
speak in person to the seller. DO NOT rely on emails & texts. 

Keep records of addresses, contact details and all registration & veterinary certifi cates. 
Validate wherever possible. 

Kittens & puppies should be seen, with the mother, at their place of birth.

Never buy from anyone at an outside meeting place such as roadside location, park or 
similar, or from persons offering to deliver direct to your home.

Speak to your local veterinary surgery re any health requirements that should be carried 
out by breeders and what treatments your pet will need in the future. 

Breed rescues will be able to offer helpful advice as will your local rescue centres & 
animal charities.
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Please pass our newsletter to a friend in order to publicise the work of CWS

Fulling Mill Cottage - 16th Century Grade 11 Listed 
property bequeathed to CWS and currently being 
restored for private visits, open days and charity events.

In February we welcomed a visit from the U3A Surrey Group to 
Fulling Mill Cottage. The members were intrigued by the local 
history and thoroughly enjoyed their time at the property. We had 
hoped that this was to be the fi rst of several private visits for 2020                                                             
Sadly, due to Covid restrictions we were unable to have anymore 
visitors and the annual open garden event also had to be cancelled.

Fortunately, the interior works to the cottage were able to proceed 
and the timeworn, wooden fl oors to the upper rooms have now been 
restored. We were also able to carry on with our gardening schedule 
and have created a new garden area planted with early fl owering 
shrubs that are especially benefi cial to bees and other pollinators.

I think that we have all learnt to appreciate the wonders of nature 
during these diffi cult times and at Fulling Mill the wildlife was 
abundant in this unusually quiet year. Badgers foraged the grounds 
for earthworms, foxes slept in the sunny hedgerows and deer 
wandered into the orchard and pinched all the pears from the trees.
Moths and butterfl ies visited the meadow whilst numerous birds 
nested in the woodland.           

The old timbered cottage, 
weathered by the centuries, 
still stood strong - watching 
over the ancient land, 
undisturbed and timeless, 
amid this chaotic world of 
man.

During the fi rst three months of Lockdown veterinary practices were 
only able to carry out emergency treatments and all  procedures of 
vaccination, neutering and spaying were suspended. By June some 
routine treatments were reintroduced but there were long waiting 
lists. Thankfully appointments  are now getting back to normal but 
vets have to work under social distancing regulations and Covid 
restrictions. Always ring your veterinary practice for instructions 
prior to visiting.

In the autumn of 2019 we had carried out extensive repairs to the 
cattery including fi tting a brand new insulated roof. All our resident 
cats were cosy and contented during the colder months and spent 
the lovely summer playing out in the recreation area, enjoying the 
sunshine, quite oblivious to the turmoil of the outside world.

The rehoming of cats had to be put on hold as home checks 
couldn’t be carried out and prospective owners were unable to visit 
to choose a cat. Most of our cats have special needs and the ‘meeting 
and bonding’ of our cats and adopters is such a vital part of the 
rehoming process. 

Rehoming of our feral cats to outdoor locations such as stables 
and smallholdings was eventually resumed once restrictions were 
lessened.

Just before Lockdown we were fortunate in fi nding a wonderful 
home for long term resident Bryony. Poor Bryony, a black short 
haired female, had always been overlooked and was with us for a 
long time but is now happy and contented with her loving owners. 

The highlight of our year 
was rehoming Ivy - a tabby 
feral female along with her, 
now fully grown, offspring. 
The whole family have been 
relocated to beautiful rural 
area of West Sussex where they 
have extensive stables & hay 

barns and acres of fi elds to explore. They have settled in well and 
are busy catching mice for their new owners.

Our rescued cats have really lifted our spirits over the past months. 
Spending time with them has provided such a positive respite from 
the long, endless days of Lockdown. Everyday, they have been a 
constant source of amusement with their funny antics, their vocal 
demands, their responsiveness and and their trust. We are truly 
fortunate and very grateful to be part of this wonderful, extended 
feline family.

Trustees: Mrs J Grant, Mrs A Tines, Ms G Bristow, Mrs D Walton.   Patron: Marc Abraham BVM&S MRCVS
Charity Address: 164 Mile Oak Road, Portslade, East Sussex, BN41 2PL Telephone: 01273423861 Email: Julie@catwelfaresussex.com

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
CAT WELFARE SUSSEX 

WISHING YOU A 

PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS 
AND A BRIGHTER 

NEW YEAR FOR 2021  
From all at CWS

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter please complete the Opt Out form and 
return to the charity address. We will then remove your details from our mailing list.
Please note that CWS DO NOT market sell or share personal information with 
external parties.
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