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Dear Friends and Supporters,

Pet Theft

Another challenging year for CWS. Fortunately, we have been able to
carry on with our rescue work despite the many constraints that have been
implemented due to Covid 19. Many of the larger organisations have had no
choice but to close their premises and furlough their staff but as we are a local
charity, run by volunteers, we have been able to continue our rescue work
throughout 2021.

As the demand for pets became greater during
the pandemic so the prices for cats and dogs rose
dramatically and with the ‘Pets at any Price’ furore
so came the increase in pet theft. Apparently,
according to the newspapers, drug dealers were
turning to animal theft as the more lucrative
option with animals being stolen to order. This
despicable practise is a highly organised crime
and a very real threat to animal owners. Wherever
possible do try to take the following precautions -

CWS have been proud in
providing cat related help
and advice over the telephone
throughout the pandemic.
Supporters and members of
the public have frequently
expressed their gratitude at
being able to speak in person to
our representatives as opposed
to voicing their concerns via an
answer phone or receiving an
‘out of office email.’ Talking to
people and keeping in touch
with fellow animal lovers has
certainly helped us a lot too.

It is important to ensure that your pet is
micro chipped and registered with your up
to date details.
Do not add your pets name onto it’s ID tag.
Always keep your dog on a lead in public
places. Flexi leads are great for country walks.

Daphne

The charity has continued to take cats into care although the restrictions have
caused some procedural problems. Veterinary practices have been subject to
strict Covid 19 regulations regarding their staff and clients and have only been
able to hold consultations out of doors. Clients are not permitted to enter the
practice and must wait outside whilst the vet carries out the examination,
diagnosis or treatment of the animal within the premises. Emergency cases
are, of course, a priority and whilst neutering, vaccination and other routine
treatments are able to go ahead, waiting lists are long and appointments
limited. Whilst this is not an ideal situation we are so grateful that these
vital veterinary services have been maintained and that we have been able to
continue with our work.
Obtaining cat food and supplies has been a struggle. Major food shortages
along with restrictions upon purchase amounts, all played a part as did the
lengthy queues at supermarkets and pet stores. Despite many of our cats
having lived on the streets their tastes are still very refined!! I was met with
several, frosty green and yellow eyed stares when the favourite ‘flavour of the
month’ couldn’t be provided. However, nobody went hungry and thanks to
our loyal supporters there were plenty of donated delicacies and treats for our
fussy, feline friends. Grateful thanks to all our friends and supporters for your
generous donations, standing orders and contributions of cat food and treats.
Many fetes, fairs and table top events were postponed again this year. For
small local charities these events are a simple and cost effective way to raise
funds, promote awareness and for us at CWS to find good homes for our cats.
Hopefully, these events will resume once again in 2022 but as insurance and
health and safety issues are now such a huge consideration for the organisers
- who knows? In Store Tin collections have also been withheld for the time
being. However, fundraiser Keren O’Mahoney has still been working hard
to raise money for the animals. Keren wishes to thank all helpers past and
present with special thanks to Yves, Sue, Sheila and Sid for their continued
help over the Covid period.

Never leave your dog unattended outside
shops, banks etc. Animals have even been
stolen from inside locked cars.
Make sure that your garden is secure and that
gates are locked if your pet is playing outside.
Keep your cat indoors at night and try to
deter him or her from wandering into the
street.
You may wish to construct a covered cat
patio or ‘catio’ in your garden to give your cat
access to fresh air and exercise when you are
not around. There are some great designs on
the internet.
Please be aware when using social media
and posting pictures of your pets . A lot of
information can be gathered from your pages
re- your daily movements, locations etc and
this could jeopardise your pets safety.
Please check all documentation thoroughly if
you are buying a new pet and keep a record
of addresses, phone details and emails etc.
Always ask to visit your pet in its home prior
to purchase. Do not rely on photos or social
media posts and do not accept home delivery
of your new pet or arrange collection from
outdoor locations.
Make sure that your vet scans your new
pet for an existing microchip and ask them
to check the details of registration. This is
important as the micro chip company should
have details if the pet has been stolen. It is
also wise to check on the stolen pet database
pages before you buy. If you do have concerns
contact the police or RSPCA.

Cats in Care
Panther 6 year old black male was living rough on Shoreham Beach.
Panther was very fierce when he first came to us but soon adjusted to his
new way of life especially when he befriended Elgar.

Fulling Mill Cottage - 16th Century
Grade 11 Listed property bequeathed
to CWS and currently being restored
for private visits, open days and charity
events.

Elgar 2 year old tabby feral cat who
came via a third party from London. His
owners could not keep him as he was too
wild for a domestic home. Elgar is best
friends with Panther and we have now a
found beautiful rural home for the two
of them as rodent patrollers.
Daphne 6 month old tabby female was
living in a busy household where she
was showing aggression to the children.
After spaying and some TLC Daphne
was found a lovely peaceful home with
loving owners.

Elgar
Sadly, we were unable to hold any Open Days
due to Covid restrictions.
However, in late July the Parish Council decided
to hold it’s annual Fittleworth Garden Trail
(usually held over the May bank holiday to raise
funds for the local St Mary’s Church) on the
afternoon of the 15th August.

Benito 18 month old ginger and white
male came to us from another local cat
charity as he was very nervous. Benito
has now started to trust humans and lets
me stroke him and loves to have his ears
tickled.
Leandro 2 year old black male was un
neutered and causing a lot of problems
fighting with resident cats in the area.
Leandro has now been neutered and
would love a quiet home with a garden
and no other animals.
Emily 3 year old tortoiseshell female
came into care as her owners couldn’t
look after her anymore due to family
commitments. Emily now has an
adoring owner who gives her all the love
and attention she deserves.

Benito

Fortunately, the Garden Trail was a great success
and it was a welcome relief to socialise with
friends, supporters and the general public once
again.
Emily

Sabrina 3 year old black female who came to us as her owner was unwell
and unable to cope with her needs. Sabrina would like a quiet home
without children.
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We were asked to participate as FMC is of such
interest to the local community. After so many
fundraising setbacks, we felt that this was an
ideal opportunity to move forward. This was
very much a trial and error event as nobody
could predict the turnout on the day.

Approximately 600 people attended the event
and all were happy to comply with Covid safety
guidance.
All being well, we hope to hold more open events
starting in spring 2022.
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