
Dear Friends and Supporters,
Another busy year for CWS.

Throughout 2023 we have been inundated with calls for help from members 
of the public wishing to re home their cats. The increase in mortgage rates, 
high rental markets and the spiralling costs of food and utilities have been a 
major factor in people wishing to relinquish their pets. Equally, the demand 
for pets has fallen dramatically since 
the end of the pandemic and many 
rescue centres have become ‘bed 
blocked’ with unwanted animals. 
We have also seen an increase in 
unwanted, stray and abandoned 
cats that are in need of veterinary 
attention for serious issues as well 
as routine treatments for parasites, 
neutering etc.

Concerned members of the public 
frequently hand stray, injured or 
sick cats into their local veterinary 
practices. More often than not the 
cats aren’t micro chipped and the 
owners cannot be traced. Vets need to keep cattery space for their everyday 
inpatients. Therefore, once treated, these cats are then passed on to rescue 
centres for rehoming.

From June 2024 it will be mandatory to have your cat microchipped. This 
law is already in place for dogs. Whilst this is a great step forward towards 
responsible pet ownership - animal organisations have concerns around the 
tracing system. At the present time there are multiple microchip companies/
databases all sounding very similar ( invariably containing the word- Pet or 
Trace ) and operating independently. Rescue centres and vets are required 
to open individual, online accounts with each in order to trace a microchip 
number. This means managing multiple account numbers, passwords, user 
names etc. Consequently, the whole process becomes very complicated and 
lengthy. For the system to operate successfully, there needs to be one central 
data base that can be accessed in a simple and straightforward manner 
allowing veterinary and rescue staff to devote their valuable time to the 
animals - as opposed to trolling through a myriad of documentation.

Do ensure that you register with a Defra recommended company when 
microchipping your cat. Your vet will be the best person to advise you and 
to carry out the microchipping procedure. Always remember to inform your 
microchip company of any changes to your contact details. 

We have set about giving the cattery outdoor, recreation area a make over, 
for our rescue cats, by providing new play structures and interactive toys 
to further their enrichment. On a fi ne September day we put together the 
fi rst of the new wooden climbing platforms (actually a children’s activity 
set) The cats were intrigued by this strange addition to their outdoor space 
and immediately muscled their way in to help put it together !!! It’s not easy 
assembling fl at pack items at the best of times but it’s even more diffi cult with 
several large inquisitive cats added to the mix. Eventually the structure was 
complete and the cats were delighted. It has become the favourite ‘chill out’ 
place on sunny afternoons for the senior residents and the younger cats cavort 
all over it playing chase and hide and seek. We will be creating more climbing 
frames and relaxation areas and in spring we will be adding cat friendly 
container plants such as catmint, valerian and edible cat grass.However, 
winter is now fast approaching and for our feline guests - the heating is on, 
the cat beds are lined with cosy blankets and the long, dark nights will be 
spent snuggled up indoors with a full tummy - dreaming of mice.

So many aspects of fundraising changed due to the 
pandemic and those changes still continue to resonate as 
we head into 2024.

Many local fetes, tabletop sales and similar events have 
now ceased altogether due to high insurances, health and 
safety concerns and low volunteer turnout. It’s a great 
shame for small charities that don’t have professional fund 
raisers and specialist social media staff, as these events are a 
great way, not only to raise funds, but to promote the work 
of the charity within the local community.

Another huge blow to small charities has been the demise 
in cash. Static collection boxes, permanently placed in 
shops and cafes, now show very little return. In store and 
street collections have all been markedly effected as people 
no longer have cash to hand.

Yes, there are card reader machines available but as there 
are often several volunteer collectors placed at strategic 
points across a store or shopping area, it would not be 
fi nancially viable to provide each person with a reader.

Supermarket community schemes, once open to all 
charities, now tend to be allocated to selected charity 
partners and whilst these causes are no less deserving, it 
is yet another disappointment for local organisations that 
relied upon these schemes for funds and recognition.

A huge Thank You to Karen O Mahoney and her stalwart 
helpers for continuing to raise funds throughout such 
diffi cult and trying times.

Thank you to Tesco Stores Boundary Road Portslade, The 
Co Op Blatchington Road Hove and Pets Corner George 
Street Hove for their continued support to Cat Welfare 
Sussex.

Sincere thanks to all our Friends and Supporters for 
your generous donations, regular Standing Orders and 
contributions of cat food and treats. Your unwavering 
support and kindness is truly appreciated by all at CWS.

Thank you to all the vets and staff at the New Priory Vets 
for all your professional dedication, patience and support 
throughout the year.
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The Fittleworth Garden Trail was well 
attended again this year with almost 700 
people visiting the event for the May Bank 
Holiday.

We had a great time at Fulling Mill meeting 
visitors and friends both old and new. Luckily, 
the weather was fi ne giving everyone a chance 
to enjoy the gardens in the spring sunshine.

A further visit from the local University 
3A took place in August. The group were 
delighted by the rustic charm of the property 
and surrounding area and were extremely 
interested in the local history and the work of 
CWS.

Reparations have continued to the interior with 
a reinstated threshold to the upper staircase. 
Dividing walls frames are now in place in the 
upper rooms. The inner hallway walls have 
been rendered and painted and the ceiling 
beams coated with several layers of lime wash. 
The exterior has had a further annual coat of 
lime wash to build up the protective covering 
that guards against weather damage.

The wildlife residents made the most of 
the autumn harvest feasting on plums, 
blackberries and windfall apples. We had an 
abundance of beautiful golden pears on one 
of the trees that was stripped bare overnight 
by the local deer. Sweet chestnuts, hazels and 
acorns were relished by the squirrels and birds. 
The creatures are now especially busy, during 
the shorter daylight hours, making the most of 
the winter fruits of holly, hawthorn, rowan and 
rose hips.

CATS IN CARE

Atticus - 1 year old male was handed into a local vet. He had 
been found with nasty injuries to his leg, was un neutered and 
in poor condition. Once treated he was passed to CWS for re 
homing. Atticus has now gained weight and has a lovely glossy 
coat. He is a friendly little chap and would love a home with 

another young cat to play with.

Marcus - A young tabby, entire male stray found on a farm in 
West Sussex. The farm were unable to keep him as they already 
had resident cats. Marcus has now been neutered and is settling 
in well, and although very shy, is improving day by day. We hope 
that he will eventually be placed in a domestic home. 

Kingsley - 18 month old male who was originally abandoned 
along with his little friend Shrimpy. They came to us via our 
local vet. Kingsley is a big boy who really takes care of Shrimpy - 
they will need a home together as they share such a strong bond.

Shrimpy - 1 year male who relies on his best 
pal Kingsley. It is possible that they may have 
been bred by a ‘backyard breeder’ and were abandoned when the 
pet selling market drastically decreased with the cost of living 
crisis. Shrimpy is a happy little chap and both boys are just 
waiting for their ‘ forever together’ home.

Eldred - 5 year old male who came to us from another local cat 
charity who rescued him as a very poorly, street stray. Eldred 
suffered from epileptic seizures and was very nervous and wary 
when he fi rst came into care. Brain scans and tests have shown 
no abnormalities and he is now in excellent general health. As 
Eldred needs medication twice daily at regular twelve hour 
intervals, we are looking after him in our home where we can 
monitor him round the clock. He has become a contented, placid boy who adores 
a cuddle and a brush - the seizures are now under control and our vets are very 
pleased with his progress.

2 Kittens - We received a call from a lady who was very concerned for two feral 
kittens that had appeared in her garden. She had kindly, provided them with food 
and shelter and was happy to keep them if they could be trapped and neutered. The 

youngsters were very co operative 
and we managed to trap them 
easily. One was male the other 
female and approximately 6 
months of age. Thankfully they 
were neutered just in time - 
before they could start breeding. 
After a couple of days at the 
vets we returned them to their 
beautiful garden in rural North 
Chichester, none the worse for 
their ordeal.
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Please make cheques payable to: Cat Welfare Sussex or bacs to Cat Welfare Sussex, 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
CAT WELFARE SUSSEX 

WISHING YOU A 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR  

From all at CWS
Please pass our newsletter to a friend in 

order to publicise the work of CWS

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter please complete the Opt Out form and return to the charity 
address. We will then remove your details from our mailing list.

Please note that CWS DO NOT market sell or share personal information with external parties.
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